Living with Energy

,55 Transition:
- An Artist-led Programme of
Activities and Research




Context

- Artist-led programme of activities -

(soundwalks) around St. Fittick’s
Park, Aberdeen, to explote impact
of overlappmg energy teg

Planned energy trans’}'f‘
(E'TZ) backed by Scotti

funding

Local opposition to th
Friends of St. Fittick’s

(community partners




* Based on extensive prior
qualitative research funded
by UK Economic and Social
Research Council (ESRC)

* Tension and vicissitudes in
post-oil imaginaries in the
Scottish North-East



« St. Fittick’s Park and Torry
characterized by growing spatial
and social inequalities
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The Project

 Role of arts practice in the
unfolding energy transition,

+ Different ways of knowti
being, retraining our senses
- Four soundwalks (09/23- 8
05/24) led by Aberdeen-
based artist-researcher Maja
Z.eCo |



The Soundwalks

- soundwalking explores
destructive and genera

with place, sensitizing
listeners to non-human li
forms, industrial sounds
seasonal change ”



Participants invited to
attune their listening

Notebooks to record
impressions

Collective reflection at
the end of each
soundwalk

Each walk follows a
different route
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Early Reflections

» Two soundwalks (Oct, Nov) with
c. 10 participants each

« Different motivations for
participation

+ Outputs: sound recordings (incl.
ot people’s retlections on what
they heard; photography; written

notes; scores/maps




:\Ihree examples:
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Poetic quality of soundwalk
. notes

Conversatlon reflecting on
plce" tumng in and out of specific
“sounds

» Multiple relationalities present
— between soundwalker and

- situated nonhuman agencies,
between soundwalkers and
with those not present in the

site















All photographs in this presentation by Phoebe McBride.



